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Starting on Monday June 16 and running until Wednesday
June 18, Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust delivered a
traditional building skills course for local people currently
undergoing the process of seeking asylum in the United
Kingdom.

This was delivered in partnership with Beautiful Perth, T+M
Stonemasonry and The Scottish Refugee Council. It is the
first time Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust has delivered an
event of this kind.

The aim of the course was to provide volunteering
opportunities to people seeking asylym in Perth and assist
them in gaining skills which they can use in the future. The
certificates and voluntary hours they provided will
contribute in their applications to stay in the UK.

Two cohorts of people took part over three days. The first
cohort included people from the Amharic community and
numbered seven in total. On the third day, three people
from the Arabic community took part.

The event was incredibly successful, with all parties
satisfied in its outcomes, with further scope built for future
events of this kind.



Led by Billy Traill from T+M Stonemasonry, attendees
were shown how to pick a wall, how to mix lime mortar
and how to lime point - all using traditional methods.

With some attendees unable to speak English, one
member of each cohort was asked to translate for the
group, agreed in advance. Through this, the intricacies of
mortar, including proper usage and bad examples of
application, were communicated to attendees to assist
them in understanding the process of working with lime.

Each cohort worked tremendously efficiently and well.

Billy Trail from T+M Stonemasonry was impressed with the
work ethic, conduct and desire to learn from attendees. To
him, the event proved that there is a place for events of
this kind to be included in future voluntary offers for other
people seeking asylum.



The end result was the re-pointing of a wall which was in
danger of further decay and possibly collapse. 33m2 of
lime pointing was completed across three days, we chose
not to repair on day four due to the amount of work
achieved in the first three days and the intensity of the
heat and instead focused on curing. Neither cohort took
part in this process.

Each person expressed gratitude and an interest for
further volunteering opportunities of this nature. Not only
was this a valuable course, but it was also a rare cultural
exchange for PKHT staff and our partners. Each attendee
was emailed a CPD certificate for taking part, which they
are able to use in their asylum applications.

Through this, we have strengthened our partnership with
Beautiful Perth and developed a new relationship with the
Scottish Refugee Council.


