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Painting by Lord Balmerino 1607 © Royal Commission on the Ancient and
Historical Monuments of Scotland. Licensor www.scran.ac.uk

tHe gateHOUSse

The gatehouse is the only remaining part of the Abbey
and is a Scheduled Monument. It sits in a separate
rectangular area and is owned by Moray Estates. The
condition of the arch has been surveyed and it has been
found un-safe and in need of urgent repairs which are
currently under consideration by Historic Scotland. The
drawing from the 18th century suggests that this was
the only remaining part of the Abbey still standing. The
old plan of the Abbey shows that there were fortified
towers at each corner of the walled Abbey Precinct.
However, Pont’s Map and Lord Balmerino’s painting
indicate a tower.

Coupar Abbey, Angus 1783 (the Hutton Collection) under license to the
National Library of Scotland.

fHe watCH HOUSe

The roughly octagonal building was erected by public
subscription in 1822. However, it re-uses medieval
fragments of masonry. In
particular the frieze at the
top of the wall appears to
be sections of the Abbey’s
massive fluted columns.
Inside, there is a fireplace
to warm the men who kept
watch through the night
for body snatchers, who
posed a threat particularly .
in the first three decades of Watch House
the 19th century.

tHe mURRAy of stmprim

mavusoLeum

This was builtin 1850 as the family burial tomb for William
Murray of Simprim, a wealthy landowner. Although built
as a mausoleum, the building is anecdotally described
as a Mortuary and the interior is fitted out with a sink
and a natural stone anatomy slab.

Simprim Mausoleum
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key to gravestoNes &

Historic Churchyards Project

H1stor1c Churchyards Project

The gravestones and the grass are generally in good condition. There are few older stones from before the 19th 5N
century and Jervise noted in 1875 that many older stones had been moved away. However, those monks’ stone
coffins, which were originally found at the East end of the church and now lie beside the gatehouse and older stones
around the watch house, are amongst a small number which have survived.

Ogilvy (1731), a
Resurrection scene featuring
trumpeting angels.
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Two coffin stones, tapered and sized _ ;. ;"

1 — believed to have been the tombs of ’f
Cistercian monks. ship on south face.
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George Wighton (1703), a table
swe stone featuring angels and souls
O 5 10 15 20 25metes ' and with block lettering “Here lies
ane honest man”.

Thomas Bell (1815), comedian of the Theatre Royal,
Edinburgh. Headstone erected by the Dundee
Eccentric X Society, in testimony of their esteem
and respect for Mr. Bell, an honorary member.

“The curtain dropped on the drama of his existence and he retired of the world
to the sorrow and regret of those who had the pleasure of his acquaintance”.

© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved.
Ordnance Survey Licence number 100016971

Ann Young (1731), merchant
symbol on West face and a
Resurrection scene on East

face, complete trumpeting angels
with feathered wings.

Thomas Small (1773). A
Minister Associate of Coupar
Angus who died at the age of

28. West face-torches symbolise
the life eternal (lit) and mortality

Ann Miller (1760), deep carving with
two figures. Erected by her husband
Charles May “Writer in Angus”.

(extinguished) and palm frond
in the centre. This stone is now
badly decayed.




